the CENR prepared preliminary strategies for establishing scientific approaches and short-term priorities for seven programmatic and three cross-cutting issue areas in which to address the administration's concerns about federal R&D efforts. The programmatic issues include air quality, biodiversity and ecosystems, global change, natural disasters, resource use and management, toxic substances and hazardous and solid waste, and water resources, coastal, and marine environmental research. The three cross-cutting issues are risk assessment, social and economic sciences, and technology and engineering.
the 10 areas were reviewed and finalized. These documents will form the rationale for selecting high-priority research areas for inclusion in budget requests for fiscal year 1996.
Underwater Drugstore Always in search of new disease-fighting substances, scientists are now diving into the ocean for new possibilities.
According to scientists, the world's oceans are more genetically diverse than tropical rain forests and may contain creatures that could have pharmaceutical uses. Many of the millions of organisms in the ocean have already been found to produce chemicals that have a variety of uses, such as deterring crop predators and checking growth of weeds. Scientists believe these natural compounds could be used in medicine.
The marine environment is "incredibly diverse biologically and is enormously com- 
